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No. 1

“When the Wise Men had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that
they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that
the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child
with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage”. (Matthew 2:9-11)
As I write this, it is the Feast of the Epiphany- January 6th. Epiphany is the day that the Christian
Church celebrates the Wise Men following the light of the Star of Bethlehem to the Light of the
World, Jesus Christ. When the star stopped over the place where the Christ Child lay, Scripture
tells us that the Wise Men were “overwhelmed with joy”. What a wonderful thing to be unexpectedly overwhelmed with joy!
In a conversation with my wife recently, she told me about a devotional practice for Epiphany that
I had never heard of: “star-words”. The idea behind a star-word is that a person chooses a word on
Epiphany and lets that word be their guiding star for the year ahead.
Being a good Lutheran, my wife has chosen “Grace” to be her star-word for 2021. When the
stresses and difficulties of working and parenting during a pandemic become overwhelming, she
will remember her star-word and that, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” (2 Corinthians 12:9). Taking our Gospel lesson from St. Matthew as an example, the Wise Men might have chosen “Joy” as their star-word.
What could your star-word be?
If you are the type of person who enjoys making New Year’s resolutions (or even if you’re not)
you may wish to spend time reading Scripture and prayerfully allowing God to put a star-word
upon your heart to guide you through the year ahead. Just as God directed the Wise Men to the
Light of Christ by a star, so too will God direct your heart to a star-word that will remind you, in
the midst of the trials and tribulations of life, that the Light of Christ shines within you and around
you.
May God bless you and your family richly in 2021. And may you be overwhelmed by God’s unexpected joy as you pay homage to our newborn King.
In Hope and Joy,
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From the Board of Managers:
Happy New Year! from the Board of Managers. We hope that you were able to enjoy
the Christmas season in special ways this year.
As a new year begins, we are grateful to all who have supported St. Andrew’s in any
way over the year just ended, and we hope for your continued support in the coming
year as we navigate the path ahead during the on-going pandemic.
The Board is so thankful for all of the efforts put forward by our staff over the past
year. Staff reviews were completed in December by the Personnel Committee.
John Edmonds has worked closely with the Task Group to ensure St. Andrew’s is meeting the requirements of the ever-changing (it seems) Public Health protocols. We
thank him for his willingness to do whatever he is called to do to keep those attending
Sunday worship safe.
The Church is closed once again for public worship on Sunday mornings until at least
the 23rd of January when the provincial lockdown is due to be lifted in Southern Ontario. The staff will continue to work in the building during the lockdown, so please feel
free to call the office during regular office hours Tuesday to Friday if you require information.
At our December meeting preliminary discussions were made with regards to the 2021
budget. In January, the Board and Session will discuss the budget and provide approval for our February 28, 2021 annual meeting. At this time, it is unclear how the annual
meeting will proceed. Please stay tuned to Sunday morning announcements and email
correspondence. For group members providing written reports to be included in the
annual report, please email them to Marie (standrewstratford@wightman.ca or standrews@cyg.net) by Tuesday, February 2, 2021. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact the office and Marie will be happy to answer any questions or direct you
to the appropriate personnel.
We wish you all good health, happiness and many blessings throughout 2021!
Respectfully submitted by,
Board of Managers
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Job and a Children’s Story – A message for Our Time
“Then they (Job’s friends) sat on the ground with him for seven days and seven
nights. No one said a word to him, because they saw how great his suffering
was.” (Job 2:13 NIV)
It occurred to Pooh and Piglet that they hadn't heard from Eeyore for several
days, so they put on their hats and coats and trotted across the Hundred Acre
Wood to Eeyore's stick house. Inside the house was Eeyore.
"Hello Eeyore," said Pooh.
"Hello Pooh. Hello Piglet "said Eeyore, in a Glum Sounding Voice.
"We just thought we'd check in on you," said Piglet, "because we hadn't heard from you, and so we wanted to
know if you were okay."
Eeyore was silent for a moment. "Am I okay?" he asked, eventually. "Well, I don't know, to be honest. Are any
of us really okay? That's what I ask myself. All I can tell you, Pooh and Piglet, is that right now I feel really rather Sad, and Alone, and Not Much Fun To Be Around At All.
Which is why I haven't bothered you. Because you wouldn't want to waste your time hanging out with someone who is Sad, and Alone, and Not Much Fun To Be Around At All, would you now."
Pooh looked at Piglet, and Piglet looked at Pooh, and they both sat down, one on either side of Eeyore in his
stick house.
Eeyore looked at them in surprise. "What are you doing?"
"We're sitting here with you," said Pooh, "because we are your friends. And true friends don't care if someone
is feeling Sad, or Alone, or Not Much Fun To Be Around At All. True friends are there for you anyway. And so
here we are."
"Oh," said Eeyore. "Oh." And the three of them sat there in silence, and while Pooh and Piglet said nothing at
all; somehow, almost imperceptibly, Eeyore started to feel a very tiny little bit better.
Because Pooh and Piglet were There. No more; no less.

(The true author of the above story is not A. A. Milne but Kathryn Wallace, a blogger who creates parodic
versions of Winnie the Pooh to convey her message.)

Curb Side
We are still doing curb side pick-up of donations for the Church.
If you are looking to see a smiling face from St. Andrews,
I will come around all masked up and smiling. Just call
Scott at 519-273-4260 to arrange a time. The Board of
Managers thanks you for your support.
Scott Dunbar
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Lectionary Readings
January 3, 2021 (white)
2nd Sunday after Christmas Day
Epiphany Sunday
2nd Sunday after Christmas Day: Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm
147:12-20; Ephesians 1:3-14; John 1:(1-9), 10-18
Epiphany Sunday: Isaiah 60-1-6; Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14; Ephesians
3:1-12;
Matthew
2:1-12
January 10,2021 (white)
Baptism of the Lord
Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29; Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11
January 17, 2021 (green)
2nd Sunday after the Epiphany
1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20); Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51
January 24, 2021 (green)
3rd Sunday after the Epiphany
Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62:5-12; 1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark
1:14-20
January 31, 2021 (green)
4th Sunday after the Epiphany
Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111; 1 Corinthians 8:1-13;
Mark 1:12-28
February 7, 2021 (green)
5th Sunday after the Epiphany
PWS&D Sunday
Isaiah 10:21-31; Psalm 147:1-11, 20c; 1 Corinthians 9:16-23;
Mark 1:29-39
February 14, 2021 (white)
Transfiguration
2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalm 50:1-6; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark
9:2-9
February 17, 2021 (purple)
Ash Wednesday
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Luke 1:46b-55 OR Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26;
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 OR Isaiah 58:1-12; Psalm 51:1-17; 2
Corinthians 5:20b-6:10; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
February 21, 2021 (purple)
1st Sunday in Lent
Heritage Sunday
Genesis 9:8-7; Psalm 25:1-10; 1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15
February 28, 2021 (purple)
2nd Sunday in Lent
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Psalm 22:23-31; Romans 4:13-25;
Mark 8:31-38 OR Mark 9:2-9

Something to try over these Pandemic times
If you need something to give you a lift and an appreciation of what we have and can enjoy, try clicking on
these YouTube or type in the links below.
The first one features “Ordinary Miracle “ originally sung by Canada’s Sarah MacLachlan. It was first
used in the animated version of the movie – Charlotte’s Web. You have two ways to find this.
One way is to go to Youtube, type in Ordinary Miracle – pick the viewing by Vanessaexy - 3:11
minutes long and you will sit mesmerized by the song and the pictures.
The second way to find it would be to type in “Just Another Miracle” followed by e55e5f2c-b040-4e81bfa8-95348c33fa3b.MP4.

The second inspiring YouTube adventure is a virtual performance of the Hallelujah chorus and I have
to tell you I had chills. The link for this is https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9jynUQjIXxM or
if you find this difficult you could type in La Caixa foundation and pick the Hallelujah chorus. This
is a unique recording of the Hallelujah Chorus. Recorded in the Basilica Santa Maria del Mar in
Barcelona, this is a mix of professional and amateur singers in a remarkable digital performance
Mary Duffin forwarded these links for us to share and use from her friend Helen Harrison who also lives in
Stratford. We are hopeful that we will have more to share with you in the future. It is very much appreciated.

An Atheist decided to take a vacation and go fishing. He picked as his destination
the Loch Ness in Scotland. While out in a boat fishing, the Loch Ness Monster approached and hissed at him. The Atheist cried out, “Lord, save me, help me Lord!”
A voice from Heaven came down and said, “I thought you did not believe in Me!”
Replied the Atheist, “A minute ago, I didn’t believe in the Loch Ness Monster, either.”
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From the Session
Happy New Year! COVID 19 continues to plague the world – but with the discovery of vaccines, hope is
in sight. Our services during the months of November and December continued both on line and in person with approximately thirty- five to forty people donning masks and being in attendance each Sunday.
Many thanks to Cam Fraser for making a stand to hold a large piece of pixie glass for the organ – now
our soloists can sing without wearing masks.
Despite not being able to meet in person the Welcoming Team continue to come up with ideas. Since
we were unable to hold the Children Only Shopping Event – they joined forces with the Presbyterian
Church Women and sold Christmas cookies to raise money for projects and charities we normally support. In addition, donations for poinsettias for the Memorial Tree Service were received and in addition
to the Sanctuary showing the beauty of these bright plants, members of our congregation who are unable to be out or have visitors received a poinsettia to brighten their day. Thank you again to this group –
they never fail to surprise me. Many thanks to Rev. Mark, our Memorial Tree Service was beautiful and
being held during the morning worship proved a welcome change.
Christmas Eve service like all our other services since COVID was different. Due to the fact we were unable to sing in the Sanctuary, Rev. Mark came up with another idea. At the conclusion of the service we
were to leave the Church by the front door and line either side of St. Andrew Street holding a small lit
lantern. When Mark was certain we were all socially distanced apart – he told us we could remove our
masks. We then joyously sang “Silent Night” and “Joy to the World” to the accompaniment of Bob
Pope on the guitar. Even though our singing left much to be desired – this did prove to be a “bright
light” change for Christmas.
In November unfortunately death claimed three more of our members Nancy McLeod, Jack Gibson and
Dorothy Middleditch. Nancy when she was able was a faithful member of our congregation and worked
diligently with the ladies groups especially in the kitchen either doing dinners or funeral luncheons. Jack,
though relatively a newer member, along with Marlene his wife always took an active interest in what
was happening and enjoyed being part of our fellowship. He was more than willing to lend a hand. I
believe the effects of COVID and not being able to be out and about were hard on Jack being a social
person.
Dorothy, like Nancy and been a resident of Cedarcroft for several years and not been able to take part in the
life of our congregation. But in years past I remember the “Back Row Ladies” as we in the choir called
them- Ada Fitzgerald, Gladys Elder and Dorothy Middleditch. They were faithful trio always with a smile.
Our sincere sympathy to Marlene and the Gibson, Middleditch and McLeod families.
In closing on behalf of Session I would like to wish each and everyone a very “Happy New Year” and
please stay safe.
Until next time
Ruth

A minister delivered a sermon in ten minutes one Sunday morning!
…which was about half the usual length of his sermons. He explained,” I regret to
inform you that my dog, who is very fond of eating paper, ate that portion of my
sermon which I was unable to deliver this morning.”
After the service, a visitor from another church shook hands with the preacher and
said, “Pastor, if that dog of yours has any pups, I want to get one to give to my
minister.”

AND A YEAR LATER - - - HARD TO BELIEVE A YEAR AGO WE WERE SNEAKING AROUND ALL PARTS OF THE
CHURCH IN ORDER TO SURPRISE EARL WITH RECOGNITION OF HIS
60 TH YEAR AT ST. ANDREW’S AS OUR ORGANIST AND MUSIC DIRECTOR.
Below is the article we wrote about our dear Earl. Enjoy.
January 2021.

Oh, Happy 61 st Earl!!

Today, Sunday, January 12, 2020 the congregation, family and friends gathered at St. Andrew's Presbyterian
Church in Stratford to celebrate and honour Organist and Choir Director of 60 years, Earl C. Clark.
Legend has it that the Organist Search Committee of St. Andrew's went to Kincardine United Church and
“stole” the young organist. Don Wilson, an active member of our congregation made that journey with others
and we thank him for being part of such a persistent group of people. Thus, Earl began his tenure at St. Andrew's on January 1, 1960.
Earl's interest in learning the complexities of playing the pipe organ began as a young teen. A neighbouring
Anglican organist bartered organ lessons to pay outstanding bills at the Clark's grocery store.
Earl continued his piano studies at the University of Western Ontario and his organ lessons as a private student. He also studied at the Royal School of Church Music at Addington Palace in the United Kingdom. Earl
has acquired an impressive list of credentials: B.A., A. Mus, Mus G. Paed and C.R.C.C.O.
Earl's philosophy while at the pipe organ is a true belief that Church Music enhances the WORD. When training choir members he strives for them to produce the best quality of music. He aims to inspire the choir to do
so by choosing music that suits their abilities. The music selected ranges from the classical to the contemporary. Earl chooses the words first and the music secondly.
From his church studio Earl has encouraged and inspired countless students in their studies of vocal music,
piano and organ and his pupils always excelled in mastering the understanding of theory, history and all the
little things of music. He has skillfully imparted his knowledge and love of music and was always deeply
gratified by their successes.
Highlights of Earl's six decades at St. Andrew's include the service of celebration of Queen Elizabeth II's Silver
Jubilee with the Lieutenant Governor of Ontario in attendance. For the Centenary of the city of Stratford a
special anthem was commissioned and sung by a mass choir from city churches. Earl has overseen two organ
rebuilds in 1971 and 2015 when midi-technology was added that allows 250 more sounds to the pipes. In
July 2019, Earl received a life membership during the National Convention of Organists in Halifax.

In addition to his duties as organist and choir director, Earl earned a teaching degree and served as an Itinerant Music Teacher to area rural schools. He was on the staff of Stratford Northwestern and Central Secondary Schools and King Lear Senior Public School. Earl served as Music Consultant for Stratford and Perth County schools for 25 years.
The love and respect the St. Andrew's congregation shows to their long time organist and choirmaster encourages Earl to keep practising, exploring and experimenting with new music and techniques. He continues
to dedicate himself to his church, choir and his LORD and the WORD. Even after 60 years of service, Earl
shows no sign of wanting to retire from his calling but will continue as his health allows.
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A Poem for the Pandemic

This poem was written in 1869 and reprinted during the
1919 Pandemic.
The author is unknown.
People Stayed Home
And people stayed at home
And read books
And listened
And they rested
And did exercises
And made art and played
And learned new ways of being
And stopped and listened
More deeply.
Someone meditated, someone prayed.
Someone met their shadow,
And people began to think differently
And people healed.
And in the absence of people who
Lived in ignorant ways
Dangerous, meaningless and heartless,
The earth also began to heal.
And when the danger ended and people found themselves,
They grieved for the dead
And made new choices
And dreamed of new visions
And created new ways of living
And completed healed the earth
Just as they were healed.
Taken from the Clan MacLachlan 2020 Fall/Winter
magazine
Our thanks to Heather Racher

Messy Church
Messy Church continues to be suspended until we can meet again in the church building.
At a Zoom meeting the decision was made to make contact with families who had attended Messy Church
before COVID.
Mary Duffin designed and printed the card which featured an advent wreath.
Just prior to advent, the card was sent containing a small gift.
Each family received a gift card for Tim Hortons.
There was a short personal message in each card written by members of the planning committee.
We wanted our families to know we care and are thinking about them.
Sheila Dykeman for Messy Church

Barely the day started and... it's already six in the evening. Barely arrived on Monday and it's already Friday. ... and the month is already over. ... and the year is almost over. ... and already 50, 60 or 70 years of our lives have passed. ... and we realize that we lost our parents, friends. and we realize it's too late to go back... So...
Let's try, despite everything, to enjoy the remaining time... Let's keep looking for activities that we like... Let's put some color in our grey... Let's smile at the little things
in life that put balm in our hearts. And despite everything, we must continue to enjoy with serenity this time we have left. Let's try to eliminate the afters... I'm doing
it after... I'll say after... I'll think about it after... We leave everything for later like ′′
after ′′ is ours. Because what we don't understand is that: Afterwards, the coffee
gets cold... afterwards, priorities change... Afterwards, the charm is broken... afterwards, health passes... Afterwards, the kids grow up... Afterwards parents get old...
Afterwards, promises are forgotten... afterwards, the day becomes the night... afterwards life ends... And then it's often too late.... So... Let's leave nothing for later...
Because still waiting to see you later, we can lose the best moments, the best experiences, best friends, the best family... The day is today... The moment is now... We
are no longer at the age where we can afford to postpone what needs to be done
right away. So, let's see if you have time to read this message and then share it. Or
maybe you'll leave it for... ′′ later "...
And you'll never share it....
Shared by the Palmers
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The
The Earth is the Lord’s

Happy New Year!! I hope you had a great, quiet celebration at Christmas time with your loved ones.
The Good News is that we are going from the darkness to light in many ways. We need to look forward to the end goal to keep on task
and get through to a great 2022. We have lots to look forward to.
Some great living ideas for this year and beyond come from The Queen of Green, Lindsay Coulter. These ideas are for sustaining you and
our ecosystems. Waste less, especially during this seasonal time as we tend to waste more than usual. Think before you buy so you end
up buying less. Many retailers send billions of tonnes of returns to landfills each year, especially with more online shopping and returns. Prioritize quality so items last longer and may even be passed down to future generations. Learn a new skill, even online. You can
always join friends with courses online. Buy from bulk bins so you get only what you need rather than supersized, and you can have less
waste by having reusable containers and bags. Be energy efficient by adding layers rather than putting the heat up in the winter, after all
we all have nice warm sweaters to be cozy in. Ask manufacturers questions that you want answers to like where was this made? Can it
easily be repaired, recycled or composted? Will you take responsibility for it when it's worn out or broken or done? Tune into the natural
world to calm your brain and heal the body. Spend as much time as you can outside. And lastly, get involved because your voice matters. Sign petitions, call your political representatives, write letters to the editor of your local newspapers. Join a group like Climate Momentum who are demanding climate change or bike lanes. Make sure you vote in every election and stay informed. You can join The
Queen of Green's mailing list for email ideas at David Suzuki's Foundation website.
For those needing something to do, with or without children, may I suggest creating a family time capsule. I have been reading my genealogical magazines on my old iPad and was reading about time capsules in general. Suggestions for making your own capsule - click on
suggestions. It would be a great project including the whole family setting aside a few things for opening at a future date, determined
ahead of time or not. There is a good article in Family Tree Magazine, Jan/Feb 2019 beginning on page 48 where I came across the
idea. Using Flipster, you can select and choose from hundreds of magazines to read on your iPad or other device from our Public Library. You can also use Libby to read online books from the Library.
I have been working hard on the Xinyi Glass Company Project doing research and trying to inform others of the different aspects, like the
environment, the Chinese government record and municipal activities before the legally binding vote happens. I wanted to include a few
research items for those wanting to update their understanding of the possible impacts of saying yes to this proposal.
https://get-concerned-stratford.mailchimpsites.com/
Check out the videos of the zoom meetings for expert information.
https://www.wisecommunities.org/
Check out the letters and other information about Rallies and from the Media.
https://www.glasscanadamag.com/xinyi-found-in-violation-of-saint-gobain-patents-1308/
A lawsuit that Xinyi had to pay a settlement for willfully infringing two patents.
https://www.stratford.ca/en/inside-city-hall/xinyi-canada-glass-limited-project.aspx
Check out the proposal and reports that Xinyi paid to have completed.
There is a Netflix film about Chinese owners of a glass factory in the United States called "American Factory" that shows the difficulties
and conditions that could face Stratford from this proposal. I have not seen this, but have seen trailers on the internet
Walk softly on Mother Earth... Your Green Gal Jane Marie

Book Report on the Bible.
I am glad that I did not need to grade this paper. The young man has real talent though. A little shaky on dates
but good chronology.
A sixth-grade child was asked to write a book report on the entire Bible. Here is what he wrote.
The Children's Bible in a Nutshell
In the beginning, which occurred near the start, there was nothing but God, darkness, and some gas.
The Bible says, "The Lord thy God is one," but I think He must be a lot older than that. Anyway, God said, "Give
me a light!" and someone did. Then God made the world. He split the Adam and made Eve.
Adam and Eve were naked, but they weren't embarrassed because mirrors hadn't been invented yet. Adam and
Eve disobeyed God by eating one bad apple, so they were driven from the Garden of Eden ... Not sure what they
were driven in though, because they didn't have cars.
Adam and Eve had a son, Cain, who hated his brother as long as he was Abel. Pretty soon all of the early people
died off, except for Methuselah, who lived to be like a million or something.
One of the next important people was Noah, who was a good guy, but one of his kids was kind of a Ham. Noah
built a large boat and put his family and some animals on it. He asked some other people to join him, but they
said they would have to take a rain check.
After Noah came Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Jacob was more famous than his brother, Esau, because Esau sold
Jacob his birthmark in exchange for some pot roast. Jacob had a son named Joseph who wore a really loud sports
coat.
Another important Bible guy is Moses, whose real name was Charlton Heston. Moses led the Israel Lights out of
Egypt and away from the evil Pharaoh after God sent ten plagues on Pharaoh's people. These plagues included
frogs, mice, lice, bowels, and no cable. God fed the Israel Lights every day with manicotti. Then he gave them His
Top Ten Commandments. These include: don't lie, cheat, smoke, dance, or covet your neighbor's stuff.
Oh, yeah, I just thought of one more: Humor thy father and thy mother.
One of Moses' best helpers was Joshua who was the first Bible guy to use pies. Joshua fought the battle of Geritol, and the fence fell over on the town. After Joshua came David. He got to be king by killing a giant with a
slingshot. He had a son named Solomon who had about 300 wives and 500 porcupines. My teacher says he was
wise, but that doesn't sound very wise to me.
After Solomon there were a bunch of major league prophets. One of these was Jonah, who was swallowed by a
big whale and then barfed up on the shore. There were also some minor league prophets, but I guess we don't
have to worry about them.
After the Old Testament came the New Testament. Jesus is the star of The New Testament. He was born in Bethlehem in a barn. (I wish I had been born in a barn too, because my mom is always saying to me, "Close the door!
Were you born in a barn?" It would be nice to say ''As a matter of fact I was.'')
During His life, Jesus had many arguments with sinners like the Pharisees and the Republicans. Jesus also had
twelve opossums. The worst one was Judas Asparagus. Judas was so evil that they named a terrible vegetable
after him.
Jesus was a great man. He healed many leopards and even preached to some Germans on the Mount. But the
Democrats and all those guys put Jesus on trial before Pontius the Pilot. Pilot didn't stick up for Jesus. He just
washed His hands instead.
Anyways, Jesus died for our sins, then came back to life again. He went up to Heaven but will be back at the end
of the Aluminum. His return is foretold in the book of Revolution.
Share this with someone – you might give them a laugh.
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The Custodian’s Corner

Since 2020 has be a “blooper” year, I thought I would start 2021 with a few of my many custodial bloopers
over the years…..
The Church lawn mower has been the source of some ’not so good’ moments. It is a heavy machine and
is self-propelled. The self-propelled mechanism is driven by a pulley in the undercarriage area of the mower. If the grass is heavy and wet, the mechanism tends to clog up and the pulley comes off its' assembly. When this happens, it causes a certain neuron in my brain to dislodge, which then imparts a negative
emotion. On one such occasion, I was directly outside the Manse side door. My negative emotion was
causing me to say things which may have been misinterpreted and somewhat loud. Once my negative
emotion had subsided, I heard a small click coming from the shutting side door of the Manse!
On another lawn occasion, I was in a precision mood on this particular day. In order to save trimming time,
I was coming as close as I could to objects to ensure that my after-lawn work was kept to a minimum. There is a screw that comes out the side of the front wheels, which protrudes ever so-slightly. I was in
the back yard and cutting precisely beside the Minister’s rubber kiddy pool, congratulating myself on how
close I got….when, on my next round I noticed that it was leaning slightly to the right…..I guess that screw
got a little too close!
That screw has also managed to hit the Minister’s little grey Honda, but it’s in such bad shape, paint
wise…..that another little scratch doesn’t matter….!!!
I’ve also hit my head on the kiddy swing set about 20 times…..but I’m so concussed I kind of look forward
to it!
Another source of good blooper material is the Church’s extension ladder. It is long and is very heavy and
awkward to move by yourself. It’s tucked along the fence beside the shed and is a brute to even get out
of that area. I need the ladder to clean the roof over the side entrance of pine needles and to change
the flags at the front of the Church. The ground at the front of the Church is sloped and sometimes slippery
to walk on, especially with a heavy, long, awkward ladder. In addition, there is a hydro wire running along
the front, which isn’t wise to touch with an extension ladder. Several times now, over the years, in attempting this maneuver, I have slipped and severely damaged the front flower decorations in the pots on the
steps of the Church…. pots, which my lovely wife has just finished putting mums, or whatever, in them. I
usually try not to say anything or admit any blame and hope that she doesn’t notice…..but she always
does, and I try to blame the High School students, etc…..but, she always knows who really did it.
The last blooper I will mention happened just a month or so ago. I was helping to decorate the side, Library
entrance area for Christmas. As is usual with me, I needed multiple tools to do a simple job. I was a little
frustrated at myself and in coming back from getting yet another thing I needed, I missed the bottom step
of the stairway leading down to the Library side door. In missing the bottom step, I fell onto both of my
knees on the entrance carpet in front of the door,…,had nothing to hang onto, and hit my head on the
button which opens the door. It was a soft landing in that respect and was also one method to open the
door automatically…..as it did!!! I had a bit of a red mark on my forehead but was otherwise just fine and
free to carry on as though nothing had happened……which is what I tend to do when I’m in the middle of
a blooper!!!
Have a great 2021 everybody and try to stay ‘blooper free’.
From John, our faithful custodian

The Farmer’s Breakfast
A story of a visiting pastor who
attended a men's breakfast in the
middle of a rural farming area of the
country. The group had asked an
older farmer, decked out in bib
overalls, to say grace for the
morning breakfast :
"Lord, I hate buttermilk," the farmer began.
The visiting pastor opened one eye to glance at the farmer and wonder where this
was going.
The farmer loudly proclaimed, "Lord, I hate lard."
Now the pastor was growing concerned.
Without missing a beat, the farmer continued, "And Lord, you know I don't much
care for raw white flour."
The pastor once again opened an eye to glance around the room and saw that he
wasn't the only one to feel uncomfortable.
Then the farmer added, "But Lord, when you mix them all together and bake them,
I do love warm fresh biscuits. So Lord, when things come up that we don't like,
when life gets hard, when we don't understand what you're saying to us, help us to
just relax and wait until you are done mixing. It will probably be even better than
biscuits. Amen."
Within that prayer there is great wisdom for all when it comes to complicated situations like we are experiencing in the world today. Stay strong my friends, because
our life is being mixed with lots of things that we don't care for.......relax and wait
until the mixing is done...................
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Corn Chowder
Ingredients:
3 slices bacon, finely diced
2 tbsp. butter
1 cup chopped onion
5-6 cups of frozen corn
¼ cup flour
3 cups chicken broth
2 cups cream(try10%)
2 cups Old Cheddar cheese, shredded
Salt and pepper to taste
Method:
Cook bacon until crisp and put aside.
Sauté your onion in butter, then add bacon and corn. Sprinkle with flour and mix well.
Heat your mixture and slowly add the broth and stir continuously until it has thickened
(about 5 minutes). Reduce the heat and stir in the cream. Simmer for 15 minutes.
Add your shredded cheese. Continue to stir frequently and then simmer for 5 minutes
more.
Season with salt and pepper.
Enjoy.
Shared by a friend of St. Andrew’s.

The Church is always looking for volunteers
What a great way to meet new people

Frostbite
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Frostbite can be prevented. Here are tips to help you stay safe and warm.
Limit time you're outdoors in cold, wet or windy weather. Pay attention to weather forecasts and wind chill readings. In
very cold, windy weather, exposed skin can develop frostbite in a matter of minutes.
Dress in several layers of loose, warm clothing. Air trapped between the layers of clothing acts as insulation against the
cold. Wear windproof and waterproof outer garments to protect against wind, snow and rain. Choose undergarments that wick moisture away from your skin. Change out of wet clothing — particularly gloves, hats and socks — as
soon as possible.
Wear a hat or headband that fully covers your ears. Heavy woolen or windproof materials make the best headwear for
cold protection.
Wear mittens rather than gloves. Mittens provide better protection. Or try a thin pair of glove liners made of a wicking material (like polypropylene) under a pair of heavier gloves or mittens.
Wear socks and sock liners that fit well, wick moisture and provide insulation. You might also try hand and foot warmers.
Be sure the foot warmers don't make your boots too tight, restricting blood flow.
Watch for signs of frostbite. Early signs of frostbite include red or pale skin, prickling, and numbness.
Plan to protect yourself. When traveling in cold weather, carry emergency supplies and warm clothing in case you become
stranded. If you'll be in remote territory, tell others your route and expected return date.
Don't drink alcohol if you plan to be outdoors in cold weather. Alcoholic beverages cause your body to lose heat faster.
Eat well-balanced meals and stay hydrated. Doing this even before you go out in the cold will help you stay warm. And if
you do become cold, drinking warm, sweet beverages, such as hot chocolate, will help you warm up.
Keep moving. Exercise can get the blood flowing and help you stay warm, but don't do it to the point of exhaustion.
From the Mayo Clinic
December 2016.

Page 19

Ordinary Miracle
It's not that unusual
When everything is beautiful
It's just another ordinary miracle today.
The sky knows when it's time to snow
Don't need to teach a seed to grow
It's just another ordinary miracle today.
Life is like a gift they say,
Wrapped up for you every day
Open up and find a way
To give some of your own.
Isn't it remarkable?
Like every time a rain drop falls,
It's just another ordinary miracle today.
Birds in winter have their fling
But always make it home by spring
It's just another ordinary miracle today.
When you wake up every day
Please don't throw your dreams away
Hold them close to your heart,
'Cause we're all a part
Of the ordinary miracle,
Ordinary miracle.
Do you want to see a miracle?
Ooh ooh ooh, oooh ooh ooh
It seems so exceptional
That things just work out after all
It's just another ordinary miracle today.
Sun comes up and shines so bright
And disappears again at night
It's just another ordinary miracle today.
Ooh ooh ooh, oooh ooh ooh
It's just another ordinary miracle today.
By Sarah McLachlan

Submitted by Mary Gascho

Fellowship Schedule

There is no Fellowship
due to the church
Closure but IF & WHEN….

BIRTHDAYS

2-Jean Fullerton
3-Julie Knack
10-Oliver Zorgdrager
13-Chris Nicoll
25-Dakota Buckley
25-Simon Palmer
27-Douglas Gilchrist
28-Griffin Bell
29-Judy Buchan
29-Evelyn Schreiter

ANNIVERSARIES
None for January

Calendar Dates:
January 25—Robbie Burns Day

December 2 & January 3. 2021Pastoral Care and Bible Study
January 10 &17, 2021-Session
January 24 & 31-Foundation

February 7 & 14–
Welcoming Team

February 14—Valentine’s Day
February 15—Family Day

February 21 & 28-PCW

February 16 –Shrove Tuesday/
Pancake Day

*************************

February 17 –Ash Wednesday

The Privacy Act changes
access to patient
data at
Stratford General
Hospital, and no
parishioner information is available
to your pastoral
staff. Please contact the church office or fill in
the
card available in the narthex,
if hospital visiting is
requested.

Prayer Circle
For prayer support,
please contact
Bernice Richards,
519-271-6093.

FOOD DONATIONS
WILL BE ACCEPTED AT
THE HOUSE OF
BLESSING

Weddings—Mackenzie Lush, daughter of Heather Lush was married in Stratford to

BIRTHDAYS

1-Karie Godden
2-Nancy Baker
2-Gary Palmer
3-Kiersten McKone
4-Jerry Richards
5-Sarah Racher
6-Brayden Bell
6-Ron McKay
9-Caellum Parsons
10-Michael Clelland
10-Donald Coulthard
15-Martin Slimming
16-Angela Wray
19-Donald Racher
23-Bev MacDonald
27-Dustin Shean

ANNIVERSARIES
7-Frank & Joanne McLaren
14-Bill & Evelyn Schrieter

Andrew Davis of Australia. They are currently living there, hoping to return to Canada
in June of 2021 with their daughter Harlow Anderson Davis. Congratulations to Heather
on the birth of a new grandchild.
Deaths—We extend our heartfelt sympathies to many friends in the passing of loved
ones these past months.
To Joan Wray for the loss on her sister Helen Christie on November 11, 2020 as she
fought Covid 19.
To Lois and Ron McKay for the loss of Lois’ brother-in-law Wayne Schneider on November 16, 2020.
To the family of Rachel (Nancy) MacLeod on November 20, 2020. To Jenny, Nancy,
Sally, Maryanne, Neil and Kirsten, we will miss your mother. Nancy was also an aunt
to many of our congregation members.
To Marlene Gibson and her family on the very sudden and sad loss of Jack on November
21, 2020.
To the nephews and niece of the passing of Dorothy Middleditch on November 28, 2020.
We remember her sitting quietly in the back row of the sanctuary with her friends.
Minister:
The Rev. Mark Wolfe, (1)-705-794-9106
Music Director: Earl Clark
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