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ñFor everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heavenò (Ecclesiastes 3:1)  
 
Growing up on the farm, I soon learned that farmers live not as much according to the clock as they 
do to the season: Planting Season; Harvesting Season; Hay Season, Calving Season; Lambing Sea-
son; etc. etc. I think this is why the old-school farmers I know rarely get worked-up about things, 
not even pandemics, because they live by the season, and they have seen lots of the seasons of life 
come and go:  
 
Good seasons of abundance.  
Bad seasons of want.  
Sad seasons of loss.  
Glad seasons of birth, growth, and renewal. 

 
Basically, all of the different seasons of life.  
 
That is how the author of the Book of Ecclesiastes describes life: that there is a season for every-
thing. He doesnôt mince words either. To a world that feels there is something wrong with us if we 
are not ñhappyò 24/7, he quite candidly teaches that there are seasons in life to lose, to weep, and to 
mourn. Also, to a world that so quickly abandons hope, he teaches that the seasons of life will 
change and the times to laugh, to dance, and to love will return. 
 
Whatever the season of life, and no matter how inscrutable God may seem, the author of Ecclesias-
tes never questions the basic fact that God is with us. Not to get out-of-season here (it is only Sep-
tember after all!) but that is precisely what we as Christians celebrate during the season of Christ-
mas: that God is with us- Emmanuel- in the person of Jesus Christ. This promise of God in Christ is 
our help and our hope throughout all the various seasons of life.  
 
As we soon enter into the season of Autumn, and behold the glory of Godôs handiwork all around 
us, please remember that you too are the work of Godôs creative hands, and that He is with you al-
ways- Emmanuel- throughout every season of your life. For the One who created time and space, 
moon and sun, sea and skies, and all of the seasons of life, is with you always- because He loves 
you.  
 
 
 
May God richly bless you,  

 
 
 

Rev. Mark Wolfe.  
 
 



 

 

An Update Regarding the Reopening of St. Andrewôs Presbyterian Church for Sunday Services 

  

Dear Friends of St. Andrewôs, 

  

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ! 

  

I am pleased to report that  St. Andrewôs will reopen for in-person Sunday worship on Septem-
ber 12th, 2021 at 10:30 am.  

  

Even though a safe return to in-church Sunday worship is now possible, this does not mean that we 
can immediately return to ñthe way things wereò. Familiar practices (congregational and choir singing, 
Sunday School, Nursery, shaking hands, etc.) have been necessarily suspended until such a time that 
they are considered safe to resume. 

  

Also, as the Reopening Reference Sheet (please see below) indicates, there are strict protocols in 
place which must be followed explicitly by everyone if we are to remain open. Although stringent, 
these protocols are both standard and necessary to ensure the health, safety, and welfare of our wor-
shipping community, which is of the highest importance. 

  

To that end, if you do not feel comfortable returning to in-church Sunday worship at this time, do not 
come. It is very natural and understandable to feel anxiety, stress, and frustration during these unusual 
times and if the thought of attending worship in person only adds to those feelings, please stay home 
and view Sunday Services online as they will continue to be broadcast on Facebook Live every 
Sunday at 10:30 am. 

  

Friends, there is no doubt that it will take time for us to become accustomed to this new worship format. 
However, with our faith in God, our hope in Jesus Christ, and the continual guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
we will ñgrow intoò this new season in the churchôs life together! 

  

Finally, I wish to thank the members of the Reopening Task Group (John Edmonds, Nancy MacKenzie, 
Carol McEwin, Ruth Reath, and Marie McNamara in clerical support) for their hard work and unwaver-
ing efforts on behalf of our congregation. Thank-you all so very much! 

  

Grace and peace, 

Rev. Mark Wolfe. 
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ON REOPENING OF CHURCH 

  

Proposed Date to Re Open Safely - Sunday September 12, 2021 

we will reopen for Sunday Services with in Person attendance 

  

In order to allow us to be able to open safely please read and adhere to the regulations Below: 

  

Ŀ       You MUST register weekly, your intent to attend by contacting Carol McEwin (519-273-0472) BEFORE 
Friday noon  so we can ensure we have enough ñ volunteer staffò available to meet safety criteria 

Ŀ       The Service will be held in the Sanctuary. 

Ŀ       WEAR A MASK AT ALL TIMES 

Ŀ       Enter through side Elevator door ONLY ï others will be locked 

Ŀ       Read Health Assessment posted outside of door (socially distance) 

Ŀ       If answer to all questions is NO than enter -safely distanced 

(those from same household may enter together) 

Ŀ       Greeter will supply hand sanitizer on entry 

Ŀ       Proceed upstairs (or use elevator) and register (for contact tracing) both on entry and when exiting 

Ŀ       Wait for Usher to come and take you to your seat ï entry to Sanctuary will be via door which leads to Altar. 
If unable to negotiate steps at front of church, you will be escorted to Narthex and taken to your seat. 

Ŀ       You must take coats, books etc. with you to the pew 

Ŀ       You will notice that pews are either ñmarkedò or ñroped offò to ensure safe 

seating within the Sanctuary. 

Ŀ       Any ñhandoutò used during the church service MUST be left in the pew 

Ŀ       We recognize that we are a social congregation but for the safety of all ï you MUST NOT move around, call 
out to friends, shake hands etc. 

Ŀ       The handicapped washroom will be available for emergencies 

Ŀ       Please follow any instructions given by Rev. Mark re psalms, prayers etc. 

Ŀ       At the end of worship ï please remain seated and wait for usher to escort you to exit. Do not gather outside 
for a parking lot discussion ï go to your vehicle and go home. 

  

Session realizes these rules appear to be very stringent ï however they are based on the guidelines provided by the 
Ministry of Health Public Health Ontario, Huron-Perth Health, Presbyterian Church in Canada and Ecclesiastical 
Insurance Company.     We must be ñSAFEò not ñSORRYò 



 

 

 
My (our) first vehicle was a white 1964 Ford Falcon. Barry and I shared  
the cost and I used it during the week to go to my first teaching job in  
Brantford. I rented an apartment a 5 min walk away from the school but  
came home on weekends to Stratford. 
 
Heather Jesson 
 
 
Ruth Reathï My first car was a 1957 Rambler. 
 
Nancy Mac experienced her first car driving a 1971 Dodge Dart Sport. 
 
John Edmonds owned a 1974 Chevrolet Chevette. 
 
Jean Edmondsô first car was a 1967 Pontiac Parisienne.  
 
Now Linda and Jim Hodgson -Our first car was a 1975 gold Plymouth duster. Jim had a 
Toyota corolla before we were married but was a "3 on the tree" (stick shift) and I could 
never figure out how to drive it lol. 
 
Mary Duffin drove a 1948 Maroon Pontiacé..zoom zoom 
 
Jane Marie owned a 1980 Dodge Omni that was grey with burgundy interior. 
 
Kathy C was lucky enough to have a 1966 Volkswagen Teal Blue Beetle.  You had to have a 
scraper for the windshield on the inside and a couple of blankets to keep warm in the win-
ter.   I loved it.  
 
Darlene D had a green Dodge Dart named ñJenny!ò 
 
Scott D was sporty in a red Chrysler Valiant ï 2 doors with 4 on the floor!  
 
Eva drove a blue and white 1963 Ford Galaxy.  The first long trip I took was to Expo 67 
with two friends.        
 

 
Congregation Response to  WHAT WAS YOUR FIRST CAR? 
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And the Rachers are so organized! 
 
 
Thanks to those who participated in this activity! 
 
Next question to share ï  
 

óWHATôS SOMETHING YOU WANT TO LEARN OR WISH TO 
GET BETTER AT?ô 



 

 

FOUND IN THE ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT - - AUGUST 19, 2021 
 
Looking Back ï by Amy Cubberley  
 
25 Years Ago 
Shauna Scheurmann and Norman Coulthard were winners of the Mini King and Queen 
contest at this yearôs St. Marys Fair.  There were 10 entrants into the popular contest.  
 
 
50 Years Ago 
Yellow traffic lines will replace the present white lines beginning next spring on Ontario 
highways.  It is expected the change over will take approximately one year to complete.  
 
100 Years Ago 
A wife is one of the most useful of all the domestic animals.   She cooks, sews, and tends 
the babe and does the shopping and entertains the company.   But she does not have to 
be paid any money like a cook or a nurse.  Women who are not wives have to work for a 
living.  Oh, how thankful a wife should be that she does not have to work.  
 
Thanks to Darlene and Scott. 

Territorial Acknowledgement 
St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, Stratford, Ontario is situated on the traditional territory of 
the Haudenosaunee (Iroquois), Ojibwe/Chippewa Anishinabek and Odawa peoples who 
have longstanding relationships to the region of southwestern Ontario and the City of Strat-
ford. St. Andrew's recognizes the significant historical and contemporary contributions of lo-
cal and regional First Nations and all of the Original peoples to the development of  
Canada. 
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Giving Options During the Pandemic  

 
Mail offering envelopes/cheques via mail to  

St. Andrewôs Presbyterian Church 
25 St. Andrew St. Stratford ON N5A 4K6 

Or drop off in Church mailbox 
 

Bank E-Transfer 
E-Transfer to the following email address 

standrewtreas@wightman.com 
 

PAR 
If you wish to sign up for PAR, please contact the  

Church Office  - 519 271 5668 
 

Contact Scott Dunbar for Curbside  
Pickup ï 519 273 4260 

 



 

 

 
Lectionary Readings 

 
September 5, 2021 (green) 
15th Sunday after Pentecost 
Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 and Psalm 125 OR Isai-
ah 35:4-7a and Psalm 146; James 2:1-10, (11-13), 
14-17; Mark 7:24-37 
 
September 12, 2021 (green) 
16th Sunday after Pentecost 
Proverbs 1:20-33 and Psalm 19 OR Isaiah 50:4-9a 
and Psalm 116:1-9; James 3:1-12; Mark 8:27-38 
 
September 19, 2021 (green) 
17th Sunday after Pentecost 
Proverbs 31:10-31 and Psalm 1 OR Jeremiah 11:18-
20 and Psalm 54; James 3:13-4: 3, 7-8a; Mark 9:30
-37 
 
September 26, 2021 (green) 
18th Sunday after Pentecost 
Presbyterians Sharing Sunday 
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10, 9:20-22 and Psalm 124 OR Num-
bers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29 and Psalm 19:7-14; 
James 5:13-20, Mark 9:38-50 
 
October 3, 2121 (green) 
19th Sunday after Pentecost 
World Communion Sunday 
Job 1:1, 2:1-10 and Psalm 26 OR Genesis 2:18-24 
and Psalm 8; Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12; Mark 10:2-16 
 
October 10, 2021 (green) 
20th Sunday after Pentecost 
Harvest Sunday 
20th Sunday after Pentecost: Job 23:1-9, 16-17 and 
Psalm 22:1-15 OR Amos 5:6-7, 10-15 and Psalm 
90:12-17; Hebrews 4:12-16 and Mark 10:17-31 
Harvest Sunday: Joel 2:21-27; Psalm 126; 1 Timo-
thy 2:1-7; Matthew 6:25-33 
 
October 17, 2021 (green) 
21st Sunday after Pentecost 
Job 38:1-7,(34-41) and Psalm 104:1-9,24, 35c OR 
Isaiah 53:4-12 and Psalm 91:9-16; Hebrews 5:1-10; 
Mark 10:35-45 
 
October 24, 2021 (green) 
22nd Sunday after Pentecost 
Students & colleges Sunday 
Job 42:1-6, 10-17 and Psalm 34:1-8, (19-22) OR 
Jeremiah 31:7-9 and Psalm 126; Hebrews 7:23-28; 
Mark 10:46-52 
 
October 31 2021 (green) 
123rdSunday after Pentecost 
Reformation Sunday 
Ruth 1:1-18 and Psalm 145 Or Deuteronomy 6:1-9 
and Psalm 119:1-8; Hebrews 10:11-14; Mark 12:28-
34 

  
From the Loft 
 

 
 
On July 5 ,2021, Earl was celebrating his 87th 
Birthday and so the choir members decided 
to recognize the day.   Very secretly, they 
met under the large pine tree at the front of 
his house and waited for Earl.   He didnôt 
know the choir was arriving and was busy on 
the phone.  Upon coming out front, Earl was 
very surprised to see his choir members, all 
socially distanced sitting and ready to sing 
Happy Birthday.     Not only did Earl love 
this, it was a wonderful hour or so when 
choir members were able to see and visit 
with each other in what has been a long long 
time.    It was a memorable day.      

           

                                                        
So happy and thankful Earl is on the 
mendééé. 
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